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Good day, members of the Murphy Administration.   On behalf of ABCD, thank you for this opportunity 
to share our thoughts as you continue deliberations on the allocation of American Rescue Plan State 
Fiscal Recovery Fund Dollars. It means a lot to us to be part of your process.  
 
We are thankful for the Murphy Administration’s policy to transform a system to one in which front-line 
workers receive salaries commensurate with the support they provide. We are also very grateful for 
your leadership to fully annualize the increases to day program/service rates which will go a long way 
toward covering costs, sustain operations, and enable planning for the future, which includes pre-crisis 
management. As you know, Covid did not suddenly shine a light on unknown fragilities in our system.  
We’ve all known and for a rather long time. Our thanks to this administration which did something 
about it. Finally, throughout the pandemic the Murphy Administration, through a relentlessly laborious 
and grueling effort, helped keep the IDD system afloat. 
 
That said we could use additional help to reduce the economic hardship caused by the pandemic and 
provide resources to retain and recruit essential workers.  
 
Like most businesses in the care economy, IDD residential and day programs are suffering from staffing 
shortages. Though the economy is at 93.3% of its pre-pandemic level,1 day programs/services are 
currently operating at only 60.61% of their pre-pandemic levels. 2 This has meant that instead of 
attending/receiving day program/services many individuals remain either in their own home requiring 
additional supports from family and other informal supports or in their group homes requiring agencies 
for the seventh month in a row to provide a service that they are not paid for and doing so at overtime 
rates at a monthly cost of $5M statewide3 Our “fee for service system” was not built to be a “free for 
service system.” 
 
For these reasons, we ask one time ARP funds be made available for day and residential agencies to 
provide incentives for staff recruitment and retention, help pay overtime costs, and make residential 
agencies whole again.  
 
Help us get people back into the community. 

 
1 CNN Business/ Moody’s Back-To-Normal Index on June 10, 2022. 
2 Based on an analysis of 37 ABCD member day programs for the first two weeks of May 2022. 
3 339 group homes represent 16% of the 2037 licensed DDD community residences in the state. Based on an 
analysis of ABD member group home providers for the first two weeks of February 2022. 
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